2005 Fall Model Railroad Layout Tour

Celebrating November- “National Model Railroad Month.” 

This tour is sponsored by the membership of San Jacinto Model Railroad Club.

Sat
Oct
15
Houston Area Live Steamers, Carl Lester,
 MMR Chuck Lind, Richard Barter, Houston 

Area “G” Gaugers, Craig Brantley, Brazos Valley Railroad Society, Mike Barnette, 

Lou Mehr, Houston Gulf Coast Railroad Museum, Jason Smith,

Sun
Oct 
16
Carl Lester, MMR Chuck Lind, Richard Barter, Jim Thompson, Craig Brantley, Houston

Gulf Coast Railroad Museum, Lou Mehr, Mike Barnette, Jason Smith,

Sat       Oct      22
David George, Houston Area “G” Gaugers, Jeff Clodfelter, Brazos Valley Railroad Society, Houston Gulf Coast Railroad Museum,

Sun
Oct 
23
David George, Houston Gulf Coast Railroad Museum,

Sat 
Oct
29
Jim Lemmond, Houston Area “G” Gaugers, Brazos Valley Railroad Society, Houston 

Gulf Coast Railroad Museum, Eddie Carol, Robert Ashcraft,

Sun
Oct
30
Jim Lemmond, Houston Gulf Coast Railroad Museum, Eddie Carol, Robert Ashcraft, 

Sat
Nov 
5
Houston Society of Model Engineers, Bob Werre, Houston N’Crowd, Bob Barnett, Fort 

Bend Model Railroad Club, Houston Gulf Coast Railroad Museum,  Houston Tinplate 

Operators Society, Brazos Valley Railroad Society, Houston Area “G” Gaugers, 

Gordon Bliss,

Sun 
Nov 
6
Houston Society of Model Engineers, Bob Werre, Houston N’Crowd, Bob Barnett, Fort 

Bend Model Railroad Club, Houston Gulf Coast Railroad Museum, Houston Tinplate Operators Society, Dennis Grigassy, Rick Townsend, Tom Cobb,

Sat
Nov
12
All Points North Model Railroad Club, Ed Malish, MMR Barry Bogs, Houston Tinplate

Operators Society, Rudi Freund, Houston Area “G” Gaugers, Jeff Clodfelter, Lee Milne,

Gordon Bliss, Greg Butler, Ted Doyle, Randall Wilson, The Great N.E.W.S. Model 

Railroad Club, Brazos Valley Railroad Society, Fort Bend Model Railroad Club,

Sun
Nov 
13
All Points North Model Railroad Club, MMR Barry Bogs, Houston Tinplate Operators 

Society, Fort Bend Model Railroad Club, The Great N.E.W.S. Model Railroad Club, 
Sat
Nov 
19
Houston Area Live Steamers, Peter Bryan, Bob Dannenbrink, Ed Dibble, Richard Barter, 

Houston Tinplate Operators Society, Houston Area “G” Gaugers, Galveston County 

Model Railroad Club, Mike Barnette, Brazos Valley Railroad Society, Bob Sandhaas, 

Jerry Ondak, Al Hague, Ron Thomsen, Jason Smith,

Sun 
Nov 
20
Peter Bryan, Ed Dibble, Tom Bailey, Richard Barter, Jerry Ondak, Mike Barnette, 

Houston Tinplate Operators Society, Galveston County Model Railroad Club, Al Hague, Jason Smith,

Sat
Nov 
26
Don Bozman,
MMR Gil Freitag, Art Borman, Greg Johnson, R. A. Vanderwilt, Houston

Tinplate Operators Society, Houston Area “G” Gaugers, Brazos Valley Railroad Society,

MMR Jim Long, Cliff Cheeseman, Abraham Tolbert, Craig Raymond, Don Threlkeld, 

MMR Leslie Eaton,

Sun
Nov 
27
Don Bozman, MMR Gil Freitag, Gus Freitag, Art Borman, Greg Johnson, Galveston 

Model Railroad Club & Museum, R. A. Vanderwilt, Houston Tinplate Operators Society, Cliff Cheeseman, MMR Jim Long, Craig Raymond, MMR Leslie Eaton,
Fri
Dec
2
Paul Cesak

Sat
Dec
3
Houston N’Crowd, Mike Spoor, Cliff Cheeseman, Houston Area “G” 

Gaugers, Brazos Valley Railroad Society,

Sun
Dec 
4
Houston N’Crowd, Mike Spoor, Cliff Cheeseman, Dennis Grigassy,

Oct 15

Houston Area Live Steamers  at Zube Park 
 Key Map #324H
(1”, 1-1/2”, Gauge 1)
10am-4pm
Take Hwy. 290 West approximately 14.2 miles past intersection of 290 and FM 1960 to Roberts Road (Boy’s &

Girl’s Country).  Turn right on Roberts Road and proceed 0.8 mile to gate on right.  This gate is past the main

Nov 19

entrance to Zube Park and just past a soccer field.  Come and bring the kids to ride the Cypress Creek &

10am-4pm
Southern Railway behind 1/8 size steam and diesel engines on 5000 feet of mainline track with many sidings 

and industry spots. The new Phase 3 is open through the woods with 1500 feet of new track.  It crosses 2 long bridges plus up to four feet of fill.  Also check out the elevated gauge 1 track where live steamers will be running their steam engines and 12 car passenger trains. Operation is weather permitting & children are welcome but must be supervised at all times by adults due to nature of equipment.

Oct 15

Carl and Pat Lester          4902 Bay Oaks Ct.

College Station, Texas
   (HO)
1pm-6pm
First time on the Fall Layout Tour!   Take HW 290 west from Houston to  HW 6 North (College Station ) 

exit, turn left towards College Station.  Remain on HW 6 passing through Navasota, TX, take  the Greens Prairie 

Oct 16

Road exit (you will see a big White Water Tower on the left side of HW 6 at the Greens Prairie Road exit). Turn 

1pm-6pm
right on Greens Prairie Road proceed until you come to the entrance of the Pebble Creek addition, turn right on 

the Pebble Creek Parkway, stay on the Parkway passing the Country Club on the left, turn right on to Spearman 

Ave, turn right off of Spearman  Ave on to Bay Oaks Ct. Then to 4902 Bay Oaks Ct.  The Spring River & Western Railroad is a fictional branch of the Northern Pacific RR.  The track rights are shared with the Spring River Timber Company and the Engulf & Devaoure Lumber & Mining Company.  The layout is DCC controlled.  All turnouts (except 4) and 40% of the main line and yard tracks are hand laid.

Oct 15

Chuck Lind, MMR     507 Kyle Ave.        College Station, Texas

(O,On3)
1pm-6pm
First time on the Fall Layout Tour!   Take Hwy. 6 off 290 at Hempstead. Stay on Hwy 6 to College Station (Do NOT take the Business 6 Left Exit) follow the Bryan, Hearne arrow on 6 and Exit at the Hwy. 30/Harvey

Oct 16
Road Exit. At the stop light take a left under the bridge onto Harvey Road and go to the 6th stop light (1.2 miles)

1pm-6pm
where you will take a right on George Bush. Go .03 miles and take a right on Kyle Ave which will be the first street to the right past the stop sign. My house will be the third house on the Left past the part. Layout is located it building behind the house.  Tall Pine Lumber Company Railroad is a West coast narrow gauge logging railroad. The 24’x30’ layout is located upstairs above my workshop and features many award winning scratch built structures and rolling stock. The mainline is complete with some dual gauge track in place. The scenery is about 15% done. Layout is DCC with sound.

Oct 15, 16
Richard Barter          24236 Stuebner Airline Rd.   Key Map 289C     (Tomball)            (N)

Noon-5pm
First time on the Fall Layout Tour! Take I-45 N to FM2920, turn left on FM2920 under I-45. Go past 

Hook's Airport (Stuebner Airline) approx 3 miles to Stuebner Airline Rd. Turn right on Stuebner Airline Road. Go 

Nov 19, 20
across the UP RR tracks at Kuykendahl-Hufsmith and turn right on the dirt drive way between the 2 white 

Noon-5pm
fences (about 300 feet from the tracks). Last house on the right. Layout is in the depot like building behind 

the house. This is an N scale, Digitrax controlled layout, casually based on the Colorado Western Slope.    

Oct 15, 22, 29
Houston Area “G” Gaugers,  Northwest Mall  Key Map #451Z (Northwest Houston)  (G)

Nov 5, 12, 19
Take I-10 West to Washington Exit and turn right. After .3 miles, Washington becomes Hempstead Highway.  Nov 26

Follow Hempstead for about 1 mile past IH-610 and enter Mall Parking lot on right.  Enter Mall through Entrance Dec 3

“B” between Palais Royal and Foley's.  We are just inside to the left.  The layout covers about 1300 sq ft with a 1pm-6pm
double tracked mainline in the shape of a folded dog bone.  We have another shorter loop which runs inside one 

of the loops of the dog bone and a Cog Railroad which runs from the floor to a height of about 5 feet.  New this year is our version of the Metro Train running to and from Downtown Houston with 5 skyscrapers reminiscent of downtown buildings.  The layout is 90% scenicked, but follows no particular prototype or era.

Oct 15

Craig Brantley   20403 Sagecombe Ct.   Key Map #291Y
(Spring)

(On3,O)

1pm-6pm
From Downtown take I-45 north past FM 1960 and exit Louetta Road.  Take first right after overpass (Louetta Rd.) and head west on Louetta Rd. (go over the overpass).  Proceed 2.6 miles to Cypresswood Glen Drive and

Oct 16
turn right.  Proceed to the stop sign at Forest Drive.  Turn right on Forest Drive, proceed to Treetop Lane (the

1pm-6pm
road will turn you left, then you are on Treetop) and proceed to the end of the street and turn left onto Sagecombe Lane.  Proceed to Sagecombe Court (cul-de-sac), the house in on the corner lot.  The train room is above the garage.  Enter at the gate by the garage driveway. The D&RGW-Spring Division is a freelance Colorado narrow gauge railroad with a standard gauge connection.  Features a 32’ by 21’ room with stud wall benchwork and light valence.  Narrow gauge (250') and dual gauge (90') mainlines are complete.  Wireless EasyDCC and Phoenix on-board sound are used.  Scenery has begun too!  Visit the layout on the web: www.drgw-sd.com 

Oct 15, 16
Louis G. Mehr      9107 Tarpley Ct.   Key Map #445T
(Katy)


(HO)

10am-4pm
First time on the Fall Layout Tour!  Head out I-10 like you were going to Katy to the Grand Parkway.

Turn North 1.75 miles to Franz road (end of Grand Parkway).  Turn left on Franz Rd. Cross Bridge and turn on the first street on your left, Powderhorn. Go ½ Block to Wassail Way; turn right one short block to Tarply Ct.

Turn left. House is on the right hand side of cul-de-sac.  Layout is under construction. Multi level with a helix providing elevation change.  S.P. is the prime motive power but M.K.T. runs also. Layout is DCC controlled.

Oct 15

Mike Barnette
1506 Calveryman
   Key Map #445U
      (Katy)

  (HO)

10am-4pm
First time on the Fall Layout Tour!  Head west on I-10 towards Katy. Exit Mason Road. There are 

Oct 16
temporary Mason Road exits off the feeder.  Go North approx 3/4 mile to first stop light (Park Row) Turn left go

Noon-4pm
approx. ¾ mile to the second entrance on your right (Christopher Wren). This is a very short street and dead


ends into Bucktrout. Turn left at the stop sign go to the next stop sign and turn right. I am the second house on

Nov 19
the left.  The HO scale railroad is in an upstairs bedroom 14’ x 11’ with one duck under, but looks are deceiving.

10am-4pm
With 37” R and all no. 8 switches full length passenger trains are a sight to see.  Grades are a maximum of

Nov 20
1.25%.   You may see MKT and some Santa Fe or what ever is running. Digitrak DCC to control the railroad.

Noon-4pm
The layout is still under construction, the job is never finished.

Oct 15, 22, 29
Brazos Valley Railroad Society       418 Plantation Dr.    Lake Jackson, Texas       (HO)

Nov 5, 12, 
TX. Hwy. 288 (also Hwy. 332) South 45 miles to Lake Jackson, TX.  At 7th traffic light, Dixie Drive,(brown sign

Nov 19, 26
for train museum) turn left, go about 1 mile (north) to Plantation Drive (the next traffic light). Society is located in   Dec 3

the Brazos Port Shoppers Village, look for HEB, then for the red and yellow sign on the sidewalk, and the red 10am-3pm
blinking crossing sign in the museum window.  The Brazos Valley Chapter’s Train Museum will be open extra    

hours during National Model Railroad Month.  Museum has a 12’ x 32’ layout of Brazoria County in the year 1955, featuring the Missouri Pacific and Santa Fe Railroads.  Museum also has maps, photos, original oil paintings, prints, and posters, display cases with artifacts & different scale model trains.  Also available to the public is our book & video library’s monitor & VCR are on location. 
Oct 15, 22, 29
Houston Gulf Coast RR Museum   7390 Mesa Dr  Key Map #455M  (NE Hou)  (1:1, HO)
Nov 5
Admission is free when this tour sheet is presented at museum entrance. Otherwise admission will be charged.

Noon-4pm
From I-610 North Loop East, exit McCarty Dr. (Hwy. 90) proceed east on N. McCarty Dr. (away from town) for


1½ miles to Mesa Dr. (1st Traffic signal). Left on Mesa Dr. & proceed 1¼ miles.  Museum will be on right side at

Oct 16, 23, 30
7390 Mesa Dr. Operated by the Gulf Coast Chapter, National Railway Historical Society, Inc., the Houston Gulf 

Nov 6
Coast RR Museum holds mainly passenger equipment closely related to Houston & the Texas Gulf Coast. 

1pm-4pm
See historic photos of Houston in our visitor center located in the ATSF end door baggage car.  Blow the horn and hear the engine on the GE (ex AT&SF) Alco switcher. “Catch” a mailbag in Railway Post Office car. See the wigwag-crossing signal. HO scale layout is in the former Railway Express Agency section of the RPO. The layout scenery is an ongoing process and features 150’ of mainline rail, yards, passenger stations, town switching & more. To operate on the model RR you need only to be a member of the museum.  Layout is funded in part by the Gulf Coast Chapter-NRHS, & made possible by help from (formerly known as) Trainsource Texas, G & G Model Shop, Transportation Club of Houston, & many individuals.

Oct 15, 16
Jason and Carrie Smith
14135 Castor   Key Map 248X
(Tomball)

(N)

11am-4pm
First time on the Fall Layout Tour!  From downtown take I-45 north to State Highway 249, exit 57B (W. Mount Houston Road). Go west on SH 249 all the way to Tomball (20 Miles). In Tomball, at the intersection of 

Nov 19, 20
249 and FM 2920 continue on 249 approximately 2 miles to Zion Rd.  Turn right onto Zion Rd. go straight 

11am-4pm
approximately 1/2 mile and turn left onto Polaris Street continue through the stop sign, the street turns right and becomes Pollux, at the first left turn onto Spica the take the next left on Castor.  Come to the end of the street the house is on the left 14135 Castor. The Overmountain Route is a U-shaped N scale layout with 3 layers of tracks through mountain terrain.  Scenery is complete with up to 5 trains running at once.  The Era has a  

preference for the golden age of the 1950's to the late 1960's. With Union Pacific, Santa Fe and Southern Pacific operating steam, G.E. turbines and diesel locomotives all should be pleased.  If you have any models you would like to run bring them, large radius turns are present.
Oct 16 

Jim Thompson   14251 Buckingham    Key Map 288B      (Tomball) 

(HO)
Noon-5pm  
Take I-45 North to the State Highway 249, exit 57B (W. Mount Houston Road). Go west on SH 249 all the way into Tomball (20 miles). In Tomball, at the intersection of SH 249 and FM 2920 continue on SH 249 approximately 1.1 miles to Baker Street (3rd traffic light passed FM 2920). Turn right onto Baker then immediately turn left on Hirsch (right behind the strip center). Turn right on the second street, Buckingham, to 14251 (the second house on the right). Follow the signs to the trains around back. The "Cashaway Valley Railroad" is a South Central West Virginia Coal Hauler with connections to the N&W in an 11’ by 24’ room. The new layout has a double ended staging yard under the main layout tracks and also includes a logging branch. r. The CVRR has all hand laid code 83 track and switches and a  hand laid code 100 N&W main. Controlled by Digitrax the CVRR is 40% complete and suggestions on operations and track planning are welcome from the visitors. See the original CVRR at http://home.houston.rr.com/cvrr.

Oct 22
David L. George
24619 West Kingscrest     Key Map #250Y
  (Spring)

(Z)
1pm-6pm
From Houston…Exit I-45 north at 70B.  Move immediately to the right on the frontage road to loop under I-45 to the west, take Spring-Stuebner west for 4 ½ miles to Northcrest and turn right (follow signs to Klein Oak H.S.).

Oct 23
Cross the railroad tracks.  Enter Northampton sub-division.  Follow Northcrest for 1.2 miles from Northampton

1pm-6pm
sign, past 4 stop signs, to Kingscrest Lane in Northampton Estates.  This will come immediately after 4th stop sign, turn left only through center boulevard divider.  Continue to end of Lane and turn right at mailboxes to 3rd home on the left.  NTS Award Winning “Golden~Blackhawk & Central City R.R.” Highly detailed mountains, tunnels, bridges, city streets, and industrial yards.  See multiple Z scale locomotives in operation in this 20’ by 20’ area.  See the spectacular new “Royal George Gorge.”

Oct 22
Jeff Clodfelter  18618-B Miller Wilson Road   Key Map #379Q     (Crosby)
(HO)

11am-6pm
Take I-10 east to the east Sam Houston Pkwy (Beltway 8) and go north 4.4 miles to Hwy. 90.  East on Hwy. 90, 7.4 miles (cross San Jacinto river) to FM 2100/ FM 1942 exit.  Go left on FM 2100, 4.2 miles (immediately past

Nov 12
stoplight) to Hare Cook Rd and turn right on Hare Cook Rd 0.7 mile to the dead end at Miller Wilson and turn

11am-6pm
left, go 0.3 mile to 18618.  Right at driveway 100 yards, the layout is in the blue building on the right.  “THE SANTA FE KNOWCENTS DIVISION” is a 30 by 30 double decked layout and will feature operation from Chicago to Richmond in the transition (steam to diesel) era.  Built for operation, this Digitrax run layout will have main lines and staging running, large helix and a 5’ by 20’ yard.  **New for this year, scenery and all towns have installed industrial sidings. The Turntable is in and operational. Many yard changes and San Bernadino yard added. We a currently working on the signal system.???

Oct 29

Jim Lemmond
2821 Frostwood Circle

Dickenson, Texas


(HO)
Noon-5pm
Take I-45 south and exit at FM 517 staying in the left lane and take the U-turn to go on the north bound frontage road.  Go to Gay Pontiac car dealership and turn right onto Deats Road.  Turn left at the first street - Inwood. 

Oct 30
Go to the stop sign and turn left onto Frostwood Circle.  2821 Frostwood will be the second house on the right

1pm-4pm
after turning left from Inwood   Look for a Train Tour sign in the front yard.  House numbers are on the front of the house.  Please park on the street and walk to the back yard to the train house and deck.  The Cedartap Railroad is under construction with 30% of the scenery begun and is in a 12’ x 20’ building.  It is designed to be both a continuous running railroad, for open houses, and a point to point railroad, for operations.  The construction method is a continuous shelf around the perimieter of the building walls and a center peninsular yard.  Operating DCC system is Digitrax and Team Digital switch controllers.  The track work is Peco code 75 and Electrofrog turnouts.  The railroad features Santa Fe and Southern Pacific, both steam and diesel, during the transition era.  Scenery is designed by Loren Neufeld and features a out-and-back branchline under construction of about 75 feet with many tunnels and trestles.
Oct 29

Eddie Carol 
    8107 Colgate
Key Map# 535T
(Hobby Airport area)
(HO, HOn3)

Noon-6pm
Take I-45 south, exit Broadway. Go right on Broadway (towards Hobby airport).  Turn right on Santa Elena, go to DeLeon and turn right again.  Turn right on Colgate, to 8107.  The Glenbrook Valley Railroad was started in

Oct 30

1996.  It is a two-level branch line railroad featuring HO and HOn3. Hand laid switches and track and some code

1pm-6pm
70 flex track make up the track work construction.  Track work is complete, scenery is 60% done, and Digitrax is featured as the control system.

Oct 29

Robert Ashcraft
2008 Westminister

Key Map #615L  (Pearland)
     (HO)

11am-5pm
Take I-45 south and exit west on Beltway 8.  From the Beltway 8 exit on Pearland Parkway and go south.  Follow Pearland Parkway to FM 518 and turn right onto FM 518 (East Broadway).  Continue to Westminister

Oct 30
and turn right, go 0.9 miles to 2008 on the left.  “The Raton and Western Railroad” is an 18’ by 22’ layout.  This

Noon-4pm
version of the R&W is only two years old.  Track work is complete and the trains are controlled by Easy DCC.
Nov 5

Bob Werre         11423 Newbrook Drive   Key Map #529P          (Southwest)           (S)
Noon-5pm
Take US 59 (SWFwy) or the West Belt (Beltway 8) to Beechnut Exit (Beechnut is correct spelling).Turn West on Beechnut to Boone Rd.  Left on Boone (South) to Newbrook (Dairy Country on corner) Turn RIGHT (not left)

Nov 6

and go to 11423.  Entrance is pathway on right side of home, access is by stairway to second story.  This S 

Noon-5pm
scale model layout has about 250 ft. of double loop mainline serving 5 small and one large yard.  Trains from the UP, CNW, SOO, and Milwaukee are modeled.  Track is code 100 and 126 flex with mostly hand laid turnouts.  Power is DCC with many sound units in both late steam and early diesel.  The layout is about 80% scenicked and contains dozens of scratch built, kit and kitbashed structures.


Nov 5

Houston Society of Model Engineers 4818 Croix Pkwy Key Map #652H (Manvel)  (HO)

11am-5pm
South Loop 610 to Hwy. 288, South 11.8 miles, right on country road 58, West to 2nd right (Croix Parkway), right to 4818.  The “Texas, Colorado, and Pacific” was completely rebuilt in 2000 to a linear walk around 

Nov 6
design.  The layout is set in northern New Mexico and features over 500’ of double track mainline and single 

Noon-4pm
track mainline with passing sidings.  Trains originate in one of two staging yards that can hold a total of 22 complete trains.  Large reversing loops at each staging yard allows the turning of a complete train.  Train control features Digitrax with radio throttles, BDL16’s for block occupancy, DS54’s for CTC controlled switches, and SE8c’s for the new signal system that is being installed.  Winlok software is installed on a computer in the dispatchers balcony to control train movements.  Come and see lots of action from unit grain, rock, and coal trains to real long freight drags.
Nov 5, 6
Houston N'Crowd    
 2506 South Boulevard 

    Key Map #492Y 
    (N)
Noon-5pm
From the intersection of US-59 (Southwest Freeway) and Kirby, head south on Kirby.  South Boulevard is three



blocks south of US-59.  Turn left on South Boulevard and drive 100 yards.  We are on the left side of the road,

Dec 3, 4
on the second story of Papa Ben's Train Place.  Not ADA accessible.  The club is in the process of building a Noon-5pm
new, double-decked layout in it's club room.  Come see the progress.  Guests are invited to run a train on the 

modular layout, which will be in the room next door.  Both analog and DCC trains will be running.  Come see the famous "N to the Future" 2003 N Scale National Convention collector's cars.

Nov 5, 6, 12, 13
Houston Tinplate Operators Society, Memorial City Mall  Key Map #490A      (O & O-27)

Nov 19, 20
Memorial City Mall on the southeast corner of I-10 and Gessner.  The layout is in a storefront located east of the

Nov 26, 27
Target entrance and behind Radio Shack.  This modular layout operates Lionel model trains on O & 027 gauge

1pm-5pm
track.  Lots of action and automation.  Model railroading fun for all ages.  
Nov 5
Bob Barnett    2925 Plumb   Key Map #532B
      (Near Southwest Houston)
    (HO)

1pm-6pm
From the Southwest Freeway, exit on Buffalo Speedway.  Go south 0.7 (past Bissonet and Sunset) to Plumb. 


Left two blocks to 2925; up the driveway to the garage.  The River City Union Terminal represents a Midwestern

Nov 6
gateway terminal (St. Louis) and line extending southwest through intermediate towns to hidden staging.

1pm-6pm
Features M-K-T, T&P and MoPAC equipment. Helix and lower level  allow point to point operation of passenger, express, milk trains, and short freights.  Features include: a 6-track passenger station; coach yard; mail, express, and team tracks; and freight houses.  Scenery is 60% complete.  Recently converted to Digitrax. 
Nov 5, 12
Fort Bend Model Railroad Club    Avenue F @ 2nd Street  Rosenberg, Texas  
(N)
10am-5pm
Take US-59 (Southwest Freeway) south to State Highway 36 in Rosenberg.  Turn right on Hwy. 36 and go 1.5


miles to US Highway 90.  Turn right on Hwy. 90 for one block to 2nd Street and turn left onto 2nd.  Go two blocks 

Nov 6, 13
to Avenue F, turn right onto Ave. F for ½  block to Rosenberg Railroad Museum on the left.  The layout will be in

Noon-5pm
the building to the left of the heavyweight business car “Quebec,” just follow the signs pointing the way.  This 26’


by 20’ N scale layout depicts Fort Bend County as it was during the steam to diesel transition era.  Dramatic


reproductions of the 1951 Imperial Sugar Refinery and other scenes from Sugar Land, Stafford, Richmond, and


Rosenberg are presented along with period railroad equipment adding to the overall effect.  

Nov 5
             
Gordon Bliss   2735 Deep Anchor Way  Key Map #378P   (Crosby)

(N)

11am-6pm        
Take I-10 east to east Sam Houston Parkway (Beltway 8) and go north 4.4 miles to Hwy 90. east on Hwy 90 , 7.4 miles (cross San Jacinto river) to FM 2100/FM 1942 exit. go left on FM 2100 , 4.6 miles to Foley road (4th
Nov 12

light past the railroad tracks) turn left and follow Foley road 2.9 miles to Lake Glen, turn left and go 2 blocks to

11am-6pm
Deep Anchor Way. turn right to 2735(first house on left).  "THE SANTA FE/ ALL THE WAY" has a main room that is 20' x 30' with a side room (for dispatching and staging yards) that is 8' x 13'. This N scale double deck layout will feature operations on the SANTA FE from Chicago to Los Angeles in 1953. Both freight and passenger yards in Kansas City are modeled, 2 double track helixes, blue foam 85% installed, wiring for detection almost complete, layout operated by Digitrax radio DCC.    

Nov 6

Rick Townsend
4912 Spruce

Key Map #531G     (Bellaire)


(N)

1pm-6pm
From 610 go west on Bellaire Blvd. two blocks and turn right on Second Street.  Go two blocks and turn left on Spruce.  The “L” shaped layout is on the 3rd floor and is 18 foot by 11 foot.  It is fully landscaped with many structures.  Santa Fe Railroad in the 50’s includes roundhouse in a good sized yard with industries.  A town in the mountain lies at the other end of the layout.  Go to photos.yahoo.com/townsendrick@sbcglobal.net. for layout pictures.  Selecting Slideshow to load them speeds things up.
Nov 6
Dennis Grigassy 1511 Lake Pauline Court  Key Map #526X (SW Hou/Grand Pky)  (HO)

1pm-6pm
From US-90A (South Main) and TX-99 (Grand Parkway) travel north approx. 6 miles.  Turn left at traffic light at Mason, entering Waterside Estates subdivision.  Left at first street, Lewisville.  Left at second street, Bellwood

Dec 4
Lake.  Right at first street, Lake Pinkston.  Lake Pinkston dead-ends into Lake Pauline directly in front of 1511

1pm-6pm
Lake Pauline.  The two-level Waterside Railway is located in an air-conditioned room in the rear of the garage.  The railroad was built for operations and runs modern equipment including double-stacks.  It has a point-to-point track plan with a staging area and half-dozen towns which require switching.  All trackwork is in place, including an oval helix, and there is a little scenery.  Most turnouts are manually operated, with the out-of-reach ones equipped with Tortoise machines.  The railroad uses EasyDCC for control and RailOp for waybills.

Nov 6

Tom Cobb    4323 Waynesboro Dr.                                 (Southwest Houston) 

1pm-6pm
First time on the Fall Layout Tour!  Take Post Oak Road exit (Exit 4B) off Loop 610 in Meyerland.  Take

the ramp toward West Bellfort Ave.  Turn left onto West Bellfort, proceed by Meyer Park Shopping Center, at the first traffic light, turn right onto Cliffwood, proceed five blocks, turn left on Waynesboro, one block to intersection with Willowilde, continue into the next block, house is on the right, six houses from Greenwillow St.   Layout is in a brick structure in the backyard.  The Houston Spur and Spot is a 9’ by 19’ light industrial switching layout based on Southern Pacific operations in Houston in the 1970’s.  Caution: entrance is gained through a duck under with only a 42” clearance.  Layout is primarily at the “Plywood Pacific” stage with a hint of scenery.   A Digitrax  system provides the train control. 


Nov 12
 
All Points North Model Railroad Club  611 South Magnolia Drive  Conroe, Texas
(HO)

Noon-6pm
From I-45 North to 336 South Loop.  Take South Loop east to 1314 and turn left (north).  Take 1314 North to 105 and turn right (east).  Go past the big green Budweiser warehouse on the right and look for Magnolia Drive 

Nov 13
about a ¼ mile further on the right, directly across from Wiesinger Water Wells.  Turn right on Magnolia and 

Noon-6pm
follow the road over the railroad tracks.  The road will veer to the left, however stay to the center.  Go to the end of the cul-de-sac and our dark green metal building is set back on the left.  We are in the process of constructing our 30’ by 50’ permanent layout.  Bench work, 425’ mainline, 2 hidden staging yards, and some industrial track is complete.  Trains will be running.  Track detection and dispatch center almost complete. Layout control via Wangrow System One DCC with NCE wireless throttles.
Nov 12
Ed Malish
1303 County Rd 129                      Liberty, TX.


(HO)

11am-4pm
First time on the Fall Layout Tour!  Take I-10 East to Exit 810 (FM 563) Liberty / Anahuac exit.  Turn left and proceed North 7 miles until you see a small church on left. Turn left at church on to County Road 129.  Follow the road to the back.  Look for a yellow house with a red roof, and an antique windmill on the left side of the street.   The Santa Fe, Southern Pacific, and MKT railroads are represented on this 12 ft X 28 ft layout.  Expanding and remodeling-- Converting from analog to Zephyr Digitrax.   All track in place. The scenery is 50% complete.  Mainline has walk-thru bridge.
Nov 12
Rudi Fruend

3351 Torrey Pines

Montgomery, Texas

(HO)

1pm-5pm
Either, take I-45 north to Conroe, take 105 west (left) about 10 miles to Walden Road (Wal-Mart on the corner), or take 249 to Pinehurst then 149 to Montgomery, turn right then turn left on Walden Road (second light).  Then


after about three miles enter Walden.  After the divided road ends, take the second right (Country Club), third


left (Torrey Pines), and seventh house on the right.  The layout is above the garage.  The Random Valley Railroad, now in its fifth version, is a generic mid-Atlantic coal hauler, think Virginian and Norfolk & Western.  It occupies an eight by thirty-foot attic space and is essentially complete.  Since coal is practically free, it is almost exclusively steam powered.  Operation is old-fashioned cab control, using Aristo-craft wireless controllers for the mainline and most yards. 

Nov 12

Barry Bogs, MMR       8202 Pine Thistle   Key Map #330J      (Spring)
(G, Gn3)
1pm-6pm
North on I-45 to Louetta Rd. (exit 70A).  Left over freeway on Louetta (West), past Klein High School to



Champion Forest.  Right on Champion Forest to Pine Thistle. Right on Pine Thistle to last house on the left. 

Nov 13
Enter front door & up the stairs.  Do not slam door!  The Colorado & Western is an (indoor) Gn3 model railroad. 

1pm-6pm
This is a dual gauge G/Gn3 layout with over 1,000 sq. ft. of Colorado style, Denver and Rio Grande Western railroading.  The track work is 100% complete.  The scenery is progressing and includes a 12 stall Durango roundhouse, 15 ft. long Lobato bridge, massive rock work and multiple photo wall murals.  The railroad is built for operations and uses scratch built D&RGW engines and rolling stock, “RailOp” software for switch lists, EasyDCC for train control, and all Digitrax decoders and Phoenix DCC on-board sound units.  Visit the web-site at: WWW.CWRR.ORG 
Nov 12

Greg and Jane Butler        10516 Royal Forest Dr.     Conroe, Texas


(HO)

Noon-6pm
I-45 North to Conroe, Exit 88, at North Loop 336, (second Hwy. 336 exit) east 3 miles to FM 1484, north 4.2

miles to Rose Road, left 1.5 miles to Royal Forest, right to 10516.  The “Cariboo, Cascade, and Pueblo RR” follows AT&SF, CP, Amtrak, and VIA in a mountain setting.  Layout once featured on Channel 13 in 1990 & in the Conroe Courier in 1997.  This large layout has long mainlines, wider turns, more hidden yards, lots more industry, and new scenery.  Plenty of engines, rolling stock, and activity to be seen.  The 12’ by 20’ layout expansion is still under construction and the layout scenery reflects the Northwest Northern US and Canadian region.  North Coast Engineering DCC controls this layout.

Nov 12

Lee Milne
    501 Glen Haven Dr.


Conroe, Texas

(HO)

1pm-6pm
Go north on I-45 to exit #81 (FM1488).  Turn right (east) on 1488 and cross the railroad track.  The road immediately curves and runs along side the tracks.  Take a left onto River Brook, at the dead-end .3 of a mile


turn right on Brook Hollow.  Follow the road pass the park until the first stop 6/10ths of a mile.  Right turn Glen


Mora.  Next stop sign turn right on Glen Haven Drive.  It is the fifth house on the right side.  Enter through the fence gate.  The Santa Rosa Railroad is a 1950 to 1962 freelanced railroad.  It is a multi level single-track mainline road.  The railroad uses North Coast Engineering DCC for control.  50% of the track work has been completed.  The railroad mainly uses EMD F units, GP-7’s, GP-9’s and SD-7’s for its power.  The railroad is operational and has just a little scenery completed.

Nov 12

Ted Doyle           3307 Redwood Lodge     Key Map #336D            (Kingwood)
      (O)

Noon-4pm
Eastex Fwy/U.S. 59 N to Kingwood Drive Exit.  Turn Right on Kingwood Drive.  2.1 miles to Woodland Hills 

Drive.  Turn left onto Woodland Hills Drive.  Turn right onto second street Riverlawn. Turn left onto third street Pheasant Run Drive.  Turn right onto third street Redwood Lodge Drive to 3307.  See the newly rebuilt layout.  First time back on the layout tour in many years.  Beautiful steam powered O scale passenger trains in large layout over garage. The Kingwood Loop Layout Tour first stop.  After seeing Ted Doyle's layout continue to Randall Wilson's layout by proceeding west on Redwood Lodge to Pheasant Run.  Turn right onto Pleasant Run and travel one block. Turn right onto Cedar Knolls.  Travel 1/2 block and turn left onto Green Village Drive.  Turn right onto Tree Lane.  Just past the bayou bridge turn right onto Park Royal Drive.  Turn right on Wildwood Ridge Drive.  Travel 1/2 block and turn left onto Deerbrook Drive.  Turn left on at first street Highland Lakes.  Randall's layout is second house on the right, 3519 Highland Lakes.

Nov 12

Randall Wilson  3519 Highland Lakes   Key Map #297W          (Kingwood)
   (HO)
Noon-4pm
U.S. 59 North, exit Kingwood Drive.  Right turn (East) on Kingwood Drive 4.0 miles to Lake Houston Parkway.  

Left turn on Lake Houston Parkway 1/2 mile to Sandy Forks.  Left turn on Sandy Forks to 2nd stop sign, Deerbrook Dr.  Left on Deerbrook Dr. to third street Highland Lakes.  Right turn at Highland Lakes.  2nd house on right.  This 22 X 36 foot HO layout models Southern Pacific's "Rabbit" line from Houston to Shreveport in the 1990s. Long SP mainline trains interchanging cars with several East Texas shortlines.  Layout features four foot long model of SP's bridge over the Trinity River.  New this year is the addition of the several new structures and switching areas.. DCC control by NCE. RailOP for switching paperwork.  The Kingwood Loop Layout Tour second stop.  After visiting Randall Wilson's layout depart for the Great N.E.W.S layout.  From Highland Lakes turn right onto Deerbrook.  Turn right onto Wildwood Ridge Drive.  Travel 1/2 block and turn left onto Park Royal Drive.  Turn left onto Tree Lane.  Travel west on Tree Lane to the second stop sign at Woodland Hills.  Turn left onto Woodland Hills.  Travel south to 2929 Woodland Hills Drive.   

Nov 12

The Great N.E.W.S. MRRC  2929 Woodland Hills Dr.  Key Map #296Z (Kingwood)
(HO)

Noon-4pm
Take US-59 north and exit on Northpark Drive.  Turn right on Northpark to Woodland Hills Drive (4th light from the highway, look for Walgreens), and turn right onto Woodland Hills.  Go about one mile to the stop sign at

Nov 13
Tree Lane, continue to the next street and turn right onto Lake Hills.  The Good Shepherd Episcopal Church and 

Noon-4pm
parking lot are on the left off Lake Hills.  Look for and follow the signs leading you to the Great Hall.  The Great Northern, Eastern, Western, & Southern Model Railroad Club (Great N.E.W.S) is an outreach group of Good Shepherd Episcopal Church in Kingwood.  Established in 2002, the club has a 12’ x 24’ HO sectional layout.  The track plan was developed during January 2003 and track-laying began in mid-October.  The following December, 99% of the track was down and completely wired.  The Club intends to use Digitrax Command Control, but presently the installed track is being tested by conventional cab control.  Curves were laid with templates that included transition spirals.  The minimum radius is 36” but most curves are 45” radius with super-elevation.  Turnouts are Peco large-radius Code 100 Electrofrog on the two main lines and Peco medium-radius Electofrog in the yard and on the industrial track.  No scenery yet but numerous structures have been contributed by members.  New members are welcome.  The Kingwood Loop Layout Tour third stop.  After seeing the Great N.E.W.S layout continue south on Woodland Hills Drive.  Turn right onto Kingwood Drive.  This will return you to U.S. 59.
Nov 19

Bob Dannenbrink     1029 Candlelight    Key Map #452G      (Northwest Houston)  (HO)

1pm-6pm
North 610 Loop to Shepherd. North 1.9 miles to Pinemont (traffic signal).  Left on Pinemont to first traffic signal, Brinkman.  Turn left on Brinkman to Candlelight.  Right to 1029.  HO layout fills three-car garage.  Designed for way freight operation, the railroad has good track work, structures and DCC control by North Coast Engineering of freight and passenger trains.  Scenery is about 75% complete.  Operating both steam and diesel locomotives and working 3 color signals on the layout.

Nov 19
Peter Bryan     11810 Key Biscayne Court    Key Map #369W  (NW Houston)
    (HO)

1pm-5pm
Take Hwy. 290 West to Eldridge/ West Road exit.  Turn right (north) on Eldridge 1.3 miles to FM 1960.  Turn  


right (east) on 1960, 0.4 mile to Windermere Lakes Blvd.  Turn right on Windermere Lakes Blvd. to the lake.

Nov 20
Left at the lake and follow the main road 0.3 miles to Key Biscayne Court, turn right to 1st house on the right

1pm-5pm 
(gray tile roof/ stucco).  The West Virginia Western is a free lanced railroad set in and around Huntington, WV. 

It is an operations oriented railroad with 6 main towns plus a couple of small towns and a snow village.  It has one large main yard with facilities.  It is a 2 level railroad connected by a helix and has 320 feet of mainline in the 30 x 20 room.  Scenery is about 20% done.  Operations are with wireless Easy DCC and waybills generated by Rail OP computer system.  You and your kids will be able to run trains all afternoon and even do some switching.

Nov 19

             Ed Dibble and Kelly Russell  2619 Parana  Key Map #450P (West Houston)
(HO)

1pm-6pm
Take I-10 west and exit on Gessner.  North on Gessner to Westray (2nd light North of Hammerly).  East on 


             Westray to Parana (2nd street after the third stop sign).  Turn left on Parana to the 5th house on the left.  Enter

Nov 20
             through the front door.  “The Midnight & Sometimes Later Railroad” is a 10’ by 13’ bi-level point to point railroad

2pm-6pm 
located in 
a spare bedroom.  The scenery is 90% complete and uses Digitrax DCC for train control. The railroad

                         features a unique car card system that has a picture of the car and its destination.  A unique kitbashed station

                         and store fronts are new in 2005. Come and enjoy the railroad while having a cookie from Teresa's Cookie Shop in Sometimes Later.

Nov 19
Jerry Ondak

1118 Abbey Court   Key Map #444W
(Katy)


(HO)
10am-4pm
Take I-10 west and exit Pin Oak Road.  Stay on the access road (under or over Pin Oak depending on construction) to FM 1463and turn right. Proceed north to stop light (Hwy. 90) and turn left (west). Turn right

Nov 20
(north) on Bartlett Road, go over the railroad track and immediately turn left (west) on First Street (street name).

1pm-4pm
Drive four blocks, turn right (north) on Dogwood, then go all the way to the second stop sign at Patricia and turn left (west). Turn right (north) at the first street, Abbey Court; the house is on the right. Walk up the driveway and the stairway on the left side of the garage. The layout occupies a 21’ x 30’ room above the garage. Started in 2003, this layout is still in the beginning stages.  The layout is freelanced with a double main using three peninsula plus a raised passenger train station and steam facilities. The engine facility has been reworked and the yard extended - a lower staging yard joins the main via a helix or reverse loop.  Motive power is steam and diesel on Digitrax DCC.  
Nov 19
Galveston County Model Railroad Club  409 6th Street  Texas City, Texas  (N, HO, G, O)
10am-4pm
Take I-45 South (Gulf Freeway) to the Texas City exit, (exit 16).  Exit onto Emmit Lowry Expressway (Hwy.


1764) and continue on the expressway approximately 8 miles to 6th Street.  Turn right on 6th Street and about 5

Nov 20
blocks down the Texas City Museum will be on the right.  Should the street in front of the museum be closed

10am-4pm
for vendors, there is ample parking nearby and behind the museum.  There is no charge for parking.  There are 5 different club layouts to be seen.  1) A 32' x 54' N scale “M” shaped modular layout with lots of animation and interactive sound. This layout is 95% complete and scenic.  2) A 36’ x 3’ N scale traveling layout with lots of animation, and interactive sound.  This layout can be controlled by analog and/or DCC by Digitrax and is 99.9% complete and scenic.  3) A 50’ x 8’ Lionel and Plasticville layout, which is 99.9% complete.  4) A 40’ x 44’ “L” shaped modular HO layout.  This layout is running and most modules have completed scenery.  5) A 10’ x 14’ G scale Garden layout that is interactive for kids to operate and is 80% complete.  The club is also displaying private collections of club members’ railroad memorabilia.  There is a small admission to enter the museum.

Nov 19
Al Hague      17606 Forest Haven Trail    Key Map #329L    (Tomball)                 (N)

Noon-5pm
First time on the Fall Layout Tour!  From Downtown, take I-45 north to Beltway 8, take Beltway 8 west to 

Hwy 249 north, take Hwy 249 north to Spring Cypress, take Spring Cypress east (right turn on SC) to Memorial 

Nov 20

Springs Dr., the first entrance to Memorial Springs Subdivision which is on north side of Spring Cypress.  If you 

Noon-5pm
cross the BNSF railroad, you missed the turn.  Then take the first right turn to 17606 Forest Haven Trail.  The 

layout is in the garage.  The Kansas and Pacific Railroad is 18 ft. by 20 ft. N scale layout covering 3 levels.  The 

bottom level has a 260  ft. loop with several tunnels, the 2nd level has a 300 ft. loop and the third level has 100 feet of track and connects the 3 levels.  The layout features approximately 1800 trees, a town, a power plant, a coal mine, a large trailer truck operation featuring over 200 trailer trucks, a chemical plant, 2 passenger stations and engine facility. The layout features 6 train operation, with several coal trains, unit trains and mostly UP and BNSF trains with several passenger trains.


Nov 19

Bob and Anne Sandhaas
10815 Belle Haven Drive  Key Map#369S (NW Houston)   (HO)

1pm-6pm
Take 290 West to FM1960. Turn right on FM1960 to Fallbrook Drive. Go left on Fallbrook to Capitol Heights 

Drive make a right hand turn. Make an immediate left on Belle Haven Drive. Look for a gray brick two story house on the left hand side (4th house). The Illinois Valley Division RR is a two level, 600 foot main line  475 foot square RR that depicts present day operations of the BNSF, NS, IC (pre CN merger) and reincarnated Illinois Terminal.   Changes and additions this year include: a passenger terminal and yard, additional staging, a yard on the second level, sidings and industrial spurs as well as wiring upgrades.
Nov 19
Ron Thomsen
19115 Cypress Flower  Key Map #446G
(Katy)

(N)

6pm-9pm
Take I-10 west into Katy and exit Barker-Cypress, turning north onto Barker-Cypress.  When you get to Clay Road turn left.  Continue past Greenhouse Road and the next cross road is Dayflower.  Turn right onto Dayflower and the first right is Cypress Flower, go to 19115.  The layout is in a 10’ by 11’ room, including a duck under to gain access, and has 45’ of mainline.  Mixing freelance and the prototype, half of the layout is based on San Joaquin, California where the railroad runs parallel to Highway 99 heading into the Tehachapi Loop and also features the Wittenberg Castle Church.
Nov 20

Tom Bailey  11726 Fawnview   Key Map #369A   (Northwest Houston)

(HO)

1pm-6pm
Hwy. 290 North to Jones Road Exit.  Turn right on Jones Road.  Go 4+ miles and turn left on Grant Road.

Continue on Grant to 1st traffic light, Lakewood Forest Drive, and turn right.  Go to 1st stop sign, Fawnview, 

and turn left.  The house is on the right hand side of the road.  The Great Plains District of the Santa Fe is a 15’  x 12’ HO layout designed for operation with two major towns, a 16 track staging yard and a module for additional

operation at one town.  The layout uses North Coast DCC control with some sound equipped engines.  Some scenery.  Since last year, the Garden City Branch has been added which provides 50 more feet of track for

additional switching operation and industries.

Nov 26

Don and Bettye Bozman  10831 Sagebluff  Key Map  #616A (South)
(HO)
11am-6pm
From either direction on Sam Houston Tollway (southeast side of Houston near I-45) take Beamer exit (turn 



right if eastbound or left if westbound).Follow Beamer 0.3 miles to traffic light and turn right at Hall Rd. Down 

Nov 27

Hall Rd. for 0.6 miles to Sagebluff and turn left. Go one half block on left. Follow driveway and enter thru rear 

1pm-5pm
door. The Scenic Cascade Division of The Great GREAT NORTHERN RAILWAY is a big layout started in 1981 and built for operation, yet has finished scenery and a pleasant atmosphere within the downstairs of their home. Pick up handouts to learn more about operation on the GGN. It’s a growing part of the hobby and lots of fun.
Nov 26

Gil, MMR and Virginia Freitag 1835 Alta Vista  Key Map #534D (near SE)     (HO,G)

1pm-10pm        
From downtown Houston I-45 (Gulf Fwy) South to Wayside Dr. (Exit 42), left 0.7 mile to Lawndale, right 0.7



miles to Alta Vista, left to 1835.  From Galveston: I-45 (Gulf Fwy) North to Wayside Dr. (Exit 41B), right 0.7 mile 

Nov 27

to Lawndale, right 0.7 miles to Alta Vista, left to 1835.  Enter through front door The Stony Creek & Western

1pm-6pm
features Colorado type scenery, hand laid track, mostly scratch built structures, smooth operation utilizing



Dynatrol system and computer generated switch lists and prototypical CTC Panel dispatching.  Several new



structures have been added and the town of Provo is nearing completion.  Also running (weather permitting) will

be Virginia’s G Scale Rocky River Railroad in the back yard.  The 3/4-scale replica of a Santa Fe station in the

backyard was built to house the G scale equipment in the passenger side, and lawn equipment in the freight side.
Nov 27

Gus and Rhoda Freitag  7216 Capitol   Key Map #495W (near Southeast)

(HO)

1pm-6pm
I-45 (Gulf Fwy) South to Wayside Dr. (Exit 42), left approx. 1 mile to Capitol.  Capitol is the first street after you go through the railroad underpass.  Go right, we are in the second block past the stop sign.  Enter through side


gate on Mikado.  Train room is upstairs above the garage.  See the progress of the Texas & Colorado Railroad. 


Mainline running.  Scenery most complete on the East wall of the layout with the Kettie Wye and three other bridges installed.

Nov 26

Greg Johnson  706 Pine Hollow 
Key Map #656C 
(Friendswood)

(HO)

1pm-6pm
I-45 (Gulf Fwy) South to FM 2351 Friendswood exit.  Right on FM 2351 approximately 5 miles to Sunset.  Left 



on Sunset 1 block to Pine Hollow.  Right on Pine Hollow to 706, 3rd house on right.  Layout is in room above the Nov 27

garage.  The HO scale Allegheny Terminal depicts railroading in Pittsburgh’s industrial rich Monongahela Valley 

1pm-6pm
during 1955.  The Pennsylvania Railroad is the primary focus, although P&LE and B&O equipment is also seen.  The layout features large industrial, urban and steel mill structures as well as a mountainous coal-mining branch. Most locomotives are sound equipped. The layout is operated with Easy DCC and scenery is 60% complete.

Nov 26  
Art Borman
        7201 Tickner
Key Map #451X
(West Houston)

(HO)

1pm-6pm
I-10 west to Antoine/Silber exit, north on Antoine 6 blocks, right on Tickner, 7201 is the last house on the right 

Nov 27              (next to the pool).  The C&O New River Sub Division set in 1951-52.  The 35’ by 29’ “L” shaped layout under

1 pm-6pm         construction based on actual C&O scenes in West Virginia.  This is coal mine country.  The layout features hand


laid track and Easy DCC radio cabs.  Some steam and diesel with sound.  Some scratch built structures and mountain scenery work is continuing.

Nov 26

R. A. Vanderwilt  4115  Rancho Vista   Key Map #577B   (Pasadena)

(HO)
4pm-8pm
Take I-45 South (Gulf Fwy.) southbound to College/Airport exit (Exit 36).  Turn left under freeway to College 



Street.  Go 4.6 miles to Watters Street (street name changes to Spencer at the RR tracks) turn right on Watters, 

Nov 27

go 0.8 miles to Rancho Vista, right to 4115 (4th house on right). Enter at side of garage. This HO scale layout

4pm-8pm
has a 350’ mainline depicting the Union Pacific in the mid 40’s-50’s era in Wyoming and Utah.  Ogden now has the start of its engine terminal facilities.  This layout is wheelchair accessible. 

Nov 26

Abraham Tolbert
5410 Northridge
Key Map #534W   (Houston)


(HO)

6pm-10pm
From 610 South Loop, take the Martin Luther King exit. At Martin Luther King Blvd. turn south. Go 1.3 miles on MLK to Belfort and turn right. Go 2/10ths of a mile to St. Lo and turn right. Go 1/10th of a mile to Northridge and turn left to the 6th house on the left.  The Wyandotte Division of the Santa Fe RR is yet under construction with running trains. This HO scale layout has 180 feet of mainline and is built on an open grid 2 by 4 construction in a 13x17 foot area. Scenery has begun.


Nov 26, 27
Cliff and Shirley Cheeseman  1839 Pasadena Blvd. Key Map #536V (Pasadena)  (HO)

Noon-5pm
East loop 610 to Hwy. 225, east 4 miles to Pasadena Boulevard / Red Bluff exit.  Turn right on Pasadena Boulevard, travel 2 miles to 1839 Pasadena Boulevard, (on left) between Southmore and Strawberry.  Look for

Dec 3, 4
RR signals in front yard, on the corner of Pasadena Boulevard and Harding.  Park on side street.  This is the Noon-5pm
25th Anniversary year for the Baltimore & Ohio and Pleasant Valley Railroad.  The right of way was purchased

in 1979 with construction started the following year.  This is a large HO scale layout fully scenicked with Western Pennsylvania late fall foliage and rugged mountain railroading.  Highly detailed with award winning structures, many are scratch built and kit bashed.  All buildings have interior lighting with many neon signs and stain glass windows are visible in the night lighting effects.  Many scratch built bridges, operating signals, 7 areas of day sounds and with night sounds.  Time period is in the early 1940's, WHEN STEAM WAS KING, with some first generation diesels.  In addition, the railroad museum and collectables is always a favorite for everyone.

Nov 26

Leslie Eaton, MMR  
903 Halewood    Key Map #618F    (Clear Lake)      (N)

Noon-6pm
I-45 South to El Dorado Blvd. Exit. East over I-45 Bridge continue over RR at Hwy 3 to light at El Camino Real.  Turn left to 1stleft, Pebbleshire, into Meadowgreen subdivision.  Go to 1st street, Kentford, & turn right.  Kentford

Nov 27
is only 1 block long & dead ends into Halewood.  House slightly right of intersection.  The layout is a 15' x 16' N

Noon-6pm
-trak modules with a 5-ft. freight yard, locomotive repair facility and service pit, and a nuclear power plant that will actually "melt down" and smoke!  It is set in Cicely, Alaska (home of Northern Exposure) complete with the moose walking down the street in front of Rosslyn's café.  Layout also features interesting lighting animations and a variable overhead lighting system that simulates the transition from night to day.  It is about 80% scenicked with several award winning scratchbuilt structures and cars.  Layout controlled by wireless Digitrax system and LocoPalm.

Nov 26

Don Threlkeld  3327 Summerwood Lane   Key Map #613B (Pearland)

(HO)

Noon-6pm
South on Hwy. 288 to first exit past Sam Houston Tollway (Beltway 8), which is McHard Road.  East (left) on McHard Road 0.9 miles to East Country Place Blvd. (end of McHard Road).  Turn left to The Lakes at Country Place; pass through the guard gate, then turn right on River Birch to Summerwood Lane, which is the first street on the left.  3327 is the 5th house on the right.  Enter front door.  Layout is up 1 flight of stairs.  The Silverado and Lost River RR is a freelanced western Colorado pike set in the early 1900’s.  It connects with the D&RGW, UP, and a standard gauge logging branch, the K & K RR.  It is double decked around the wall, with a connecting helix and a peninsula, in an 11’ x 17’ room.  The track work is complete, with structures and scenery about 90% complete.  Digitrax DCC is in operation.
Nov 26

Jim Long, MMR  2404 Creek Ridge   Key Map #616P (Pearland)

      (HO)

1pm-6pm
I-45 (Gulf Fwy.) South to Dixie Farm/Ellington Exit, (Exit 30) right on Dixie Farm 3.3 miles to McGinnis, right one 

block to Creek Ridge, right to 2404.  The Gnaw Bone & Western is located in a 25’ x 33’ room above the garage Nov 27

and the HO railroad is set in Southern Indiana at the turn of the century (1900 not 2000). The GB&W runs 

1pm-5pm
between Gnaw Bone and Loogootee Indiana and has about 950’ of single track mainline with 12 passing tracks and uses the RAILCOMMAND control system to run the trains. There is a narrow gauge railroad (Chicago, French Lick & New Orleans) that is not yet running with 40’ of dual gauge track between Loogootee and French Lick Jct. and 55’ of narrow gauge track between French Lick Jct. and French Lick. All visible track is hand spiked with code 70 rail (both yards have code 55 rail). Double deck bench work is used with a double track helix connecting the two decks. Currently there are about 200 freight cars, 36 passenger cars, 8 MofW cars, and 20 cabooses on the roster with about 1/2 of the freight cars, 1 passenger car, and 1 MofW car being scratch built and the remainders are wood craftsman kits. About 1/4 of the railroad has some scenery in place.
Nov 26

Craig Raymond     2508 Woodcreek       Key Map #616S        (Pearland)
      (Sn3)
1pm-6pm
I-45 (Gulf Fwy.) South to Dixie Farm/Ellington, Exit (Exit 30). Right on Dixie Farm Road 3.3 miles to McGinnis. Right two blocks to Crane, left one block to Woodcreek then right to 2508.  Trains are on the second story of the

Nov 27 

3 car, garage. The Rio Grande Southern is an Sn3 scale Colorado narrow gauge prototype/freelance layout.  It 1pm-5pm
depicts the Northern Division of the RGS between Ridgway, CO and Rico, CO.  The setting is early September 

1939. Layout room is 22’ X 31’.  Overall construction of the layout is 97% complete.  90% of track is hand laid.  Approximately 99% of the scenery is complete.  Custom painted Colorado mountain backdrop.  The railroad is operated using Digitrax DCC.   Structures & rolling stock are both kit & scratch built.  The layout consists of primarily prototype scenes with some freelance scenes.  There are eight scratch built “S” scale prototype wooden trestles, including an 87.5” long & 24” high prototype model of the historical Ophir, CO trestle.  Final basic layout scenery is complete.  Structures are complete in the towns of Rico, Vance Junction and Vanadium.  Rico structures include a full “S” scale lighted engine house and various storage facilities resulting from the completion of the yard tracks.  Additional scenery detail and structures were added to the huge scratch built Vanadium Mill.  This mill is a 75” wide by 55” deep prototype “S” scale model of the mill complex located at Vanadium, CO.  Additional control panels and wiring are added along with rolling stock. 

Nov 27

Galveston Model Railroad Club & Museum   27th and Market    Galveston (HO, HOn3, G)

Noon-5pm
Take I-45 South into Galveston.  I-45 becomes Broadway in Galveston, continue on Broadway and turn left onto 27th Street.  Follow 27th Street until it dead-ends beyond Market Street and the building is on the right hand side to the road.  Go through the Iron Gate and proceed through the door on the left and turn left again through a second door and go upstairs to the clubroom.  Digitrax powers the layout and custom designed signals by LogicRail are being installed.  The railroad, in a 95’ x 45’ room, features a double track mainline using Code 83 rail, Code 70 rail is used for the branch lines, a minimum curve radius of 50” and a maximum grade of 2%.  There are many yards (to be constructed), industries, seaports, and a 140’ East Broad Top narrow gauge line under construction.  The layout had two 10’ diameter helixes at the far end of the main lines, one of them contains a 2 level staging yard with a 300 car capacity each.  Scenery is progressing, but is far from complete.  The railroad features many custom-built structures and bridges.
Dec 2

Paul Cesak  14602 Kellywood  Key Map #488M  (West Houston)


(On3)

7pm-10pm
From I-10, exit Dairy Ashford.  Turn South to Memorial and turn right (West).  First street on left, Pinesap, turn left (South) between Shell and Chuck E. Cheese.  Turn left (East) on Kellywood to 14602 which is last house on left.  Enter front door.  On3 railroad is upstairs in one room focusing on logging and mining in the Pagosa Springs area of Colorado.  All track is in and hand laid.  Many scratch built structures and rolling stock. Computer controlled including automatic operations.  Very little scenery complete at this time.


Dec 3

Mike Spoor  2521 D Potomac  Key Map #491S  (West Houston)


(HO)

1pm-5pm
West 610 Loop to Westheimer, West 2 miles to Potomac (2nd block past Fountainview), right to 2521.  Townhouse in rear of 4 unit complex; enter front door, up to third floor.  After 7 years of planning, we have finally

Dec 4
expanded the train room.  The new addition adds about 240 square feet to the layout, so the layout room is now 

1pm-5pm
about 1,000 square feet.  The new 10 track Cicero staging yard is now operation, as is the expanded mainline between Aurora and Galesburg.  The track work at the Aurora depot has been completed, with the new west ladder fully completed.  The Easy DCC system is working well and more diesels and steam engines have been equipped with Soundtraxx sound.  We have also completed the conversion of the signal system to Bruce Chubb’s DCC detectors.   As always there are lots of freight & passenger trains.  More Burlington F-units and more freight 1950s era freight cars.  Because of the expansion, the layout was not on the Tour last year.  Come check out our progress!

The National Model Railroad Association

The National Model Railroad Association is the largest organization devoted to the development, promotion, and enjoyment of the hobby of model railroading.  The NMRA was founded in 1935 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin in order to provide a service to the hobby of model railroading.  The web site, www.nmra.org, will tell you more about the NMRA: the benefits of membership for those interested in the model railroading hobby, how it is organized, an event schedule, and how you can use the NMRA to further your enjoyment of model railroading. Members also receive the monthly publication “Scale Rails”.  The MMR (Name) indications throughout the tour sheet reflect individuals who have earned the title of “Master Model Railroader,” through the NMRA’s Achievement Program.  
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You are invited to join the San Jacinto Model Railroad Club if you are an active model railroader or interested in becoming one.  Meetings are the 1st Tuesday of every month at 7:00 p.m., usually at the Bayland Community Center, 6400 Bissonnet in Houston.  Our monthly programs consist of “how to do” clinics, slide shows & discussions on railroading.  We sponsor the annual Greater Houston Area Model Train Show (formerly known as the “Jamboree”) and the Fall Model Railroad Layout Tour (the November Layout tour). All scales, all gauges welcome. For further club information contact our club President, Don Bozman at 281-481-0352.  If you would like to participate in future Fall Model Railroad Layout Tours contact our tour coordinator Michael A. Brignac, Sr. at 281-482-7673.
The Greater Houston Area Model Train Show
The San Jacinto Model Railroad Club, sponsors of the Fall Model Railroad Home Layout Tour, is proud to announce the annual “Greater Houston Area Model Train Show,” Saturday, February 11, 2006, 10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. at the Stafford Center on Murphy Road, in southwest Houston.  This indoor climate controlled Train Show features operating displays from local model railroad clubs, informative clinics, and vendors selling railroad items.  This show also features a contest room, where individuals bring in their railroad related items (engines, freight or passenger cars, maintenance of way equipment, complete trains, structures, quilts or blankets, stamps, color or black and white photographs, dioramas, etc.) for judging.  Train show admission is $5.00 for adults and children (15 and under) get in free.  Contact our show Chairman, Rich Businger: 281-486-5726, for more information.

Model Railroad Layout Tour Rules of Etiquette

It has been a few years since the rules of etiquette were published and as it may be brand new to some folks; even the “old timers” could use the refresher.  You are invited to share the rules with friends and family that may be “touring” along with you.  By simply following these rules you will enjoy our hobby more and the layout owners will continue to eagerly participate in future tours.

Of all the rules, the one thing not covered is photography.  If you must video or photograph your tour experience, do so with hand held equipment only.  Most of the layouts have narrow aisles, to accommodate more model railroad real estate (you know, for more trains and scenery).  Maybe consider this idea; leave the camera at home and ask the owner about coming back another time to video or take pictures when it is less disruptive and fewer people interfering with those “good shots.”  There has never been a recordable incident of an owner turning down such a request.  And now, here are those respectable rules of etiquette:

1) Use common sense.  Think before you act is, by far, the most important thing.

2) Never pick up someone else’s model.  Any model on the layout may have fragile details that could be damaged if mishandled.  If you see a train derail or separate, notify the owner or someone operating the layout, as quickly as possible.  They will either correct the situation or ask you to; then and only then you may do so.  With advanced modeling techniques, you may not recognize the difference between a new model and an operating delicate antique or the difference between a store bought and someone’s “award winning” scratch built model. 
3) Never lean on or over someone’s layout with or without scenery.  When carrying children, do not to hold them over the layout, dangling feet can do more damage than a Texas tornado.  Sometimes pointing to details on a layout does not allow you to “see” an approaching train, and just because one train has passed does not mean another one may not behind it. Also, leaning over the layouts can make you loose your balance.
4) Don’t touch, scratch, feel, move anything, or reach over the layout.  Loose articles of clothing or jewelry have been known to “catch” scenery and/or derail trains.  If you lack self control, put your hands in your pockets or hold your hands behind your back.  If you are really curious about anything, simply ask the host.  
5) Never smoke in someone’s layout room or home.  If the host or owner isn’t smoking, don’t ask for permission.
6) Don’t “nit-pick.”  Everyone is entitled to their own artistic creativity, even if it is not yours.  Some may historically model a railroad and others may make up their own.
7) Don’t be so quick to point out a “better way” of doing something.  You may find it has been tried with failing or “less than satisfactory” results.
8) Be tolerant of all scales and skills.  If you can’t say something nice, well…
9) Do signing the host’s guest book. 
10) Respect the host’s property, both inside and outside of the home.  
11) Thank the host(s) when you leave, for allowing you into their homes.
12) Don’t dominate the host’s time, while you are there.  Other people may have questions or comments too.  The same applies to the best viewing or photo spot, let everyone have a turn and enjoy the layout.
13) Be patient.  Many layouts will be crowded because everybody loves trains.
14) Know these rules.  If you are bringing someone with you that isn’t familiar with the rules of etiquette, take some time and go over them together.  You will do everybody a real big favor.

15) Have fun!  We love our layouts and hope you will enjoy them as well.  This is a wonderful hobby, meant to be shared, and it is intended to be lots of fun!
16) While visiting a model railroad layout, if you get an uncontrollable urge to “do something” besides build your own layout, refer to rule #1.


