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INSIDE 

Katy’s  
new baby 
 
Union Pacific’s latest 
Heritage Series loco-
motive, UP No. 1988, 
awaits a green light at 
Fort Worth Centennial 
Yard in August on its 
debut run to the Fort 
Worth/Dallas area. The 
unit, which pays trib-
ute to the former Mis-
souri-Kansas-Texas 
line, is the third of six 
locomotives honoring 
UP’s predecessor 
roads.  — Courtesy Steven 
Bledsoe 

Walthers fills passenger niche 
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TRE assists in Rita evacuation 
 Page 9 

WGH on Tour attracting 
hobby’s bigger players 
By TIM BLACKWELL 
Cowcatcher Round Up 
 
 Fate would have it that the spacious 
George R. Brown Convention Center in 
Houston was available when the World’s 
Greatest Hobby on Tour needed to expand 
to the Southwest. 
 There was talk of Dallas, but Houston 
had more than ample accommodations. So 
just a few months removed from an inaugu-
ral four-city whirlwind opening, the big-
time promotional model railroading show 

skirted Big D and settled in Houston to open 
its 2006 schedule. 
 More than 25,000 are expected to pack 
the 1.8 million-square-foot convention cen-
ter Jan. 7-8 for a  model railroading free-for-
all that is attracting major manufacturers 
and dealers. 
 “It just worked out that way,” show co-
organizer Randy Bachmann said of the 
Houston venue. “Actually, Houston is a 
very good train market. The GATS shows 

                                       See WGH, Page 10 

FIND OUT WHAT’S DOWN 
THE TRACK 

AND CLEAN IT, TOO! 

SUBSCRIBE TO THE 

Cowcatcher Round Up  
AND RECEIVE A $20 GIFT CERTIFICATE 

FROM AZTEC MFG., MAKERS OF  
TRACK CLEANING CARS 

AND OTHER FINE PRODUCTS  

JUST $9.95! 

Subscribe and receive six (6) annual issues and $20 off your next 
Aztec Mfg. purchase for just $9.95! Just fill out the form below, clip 
and mail check or money order to: 
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 509 Elaine St. 
 Keller, TX 76248 
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 The Cowcatcher Round Up,  published by Ballpark 
Impressions, is North Texas’ only newsletter 
covering local model railroad and railroad-
related news! Started in 2004 in Keller, Texas, 
the Cowcatcher Round Up is the official publication of 
Division I of the Lone Star Region/National 
Model Railroad Association. But it’s not your 
typical  newsletter.  
 While the Cowcatcher Round Up keeps members 
up to date on local activities and highlights, it’s 
for every model railroader and rail enthusiast. 
 The Cowcatcher Round Up not only has news of 
interest about one of America’s favorite hob-
bies, it features compelling articles about peo-
ple, places, events and history, all profession-
ally written and edited by accomplished journal-
ists and knowledgeable contributors. 
 Each issue is packed full of LSR/NMRA and 

local happenings, including a calendar of 
events for upcoming shows, meets and activi-
ties. Also featured is news about real railroads 
— national and local — including earning per-
formances. Read capsules on the latest news 
from Dallas Area Rapid Transit, BNSF, Trinity 
Railway Express and Union Pacific.   

 The Cowcatcher Round Up also includes national 
coverage of model railroading, complete with 
lively quotes from top industry officials. 
 

 The Cowcatcher Round Up publishes bi-monthly 
and is mailed to Division 1 members and sub-
scribers, plus distributed free to numerous 
North Texas locations. Distribution locations 
include area hobby shops, museums, train 
shows and railroad-related tourist attractions. 
 

 Climb aboard! 

What is the Cowcatcher Round Up ? 

Subscribe Today! 
E:mail  -  cowcatcher@verizon.net 


